Ava, 19, 1854.] 


THE WAR. 


THE ALAND EXPEDITION. 


The landing of the Anglo-French expeditionary corps was effected 
without resistance, in presence of General Baraguay d’Hilliers, and the 
two Admirals, on the morning of the 8th inst., at three o'clock. The 
force, which consisted of 2000 men, landed at three points of Lampar 
Buy, situated to the north of the Archipelago of Aland. Two Russian 
masked batteries, apparently raised for the occasion, immediately 
opened fire upon them, but were speedily silenced by the French steam 
corvette, Phiégéton and H.M. ship Amphion. The Russians spiked the 
guns, buried them in the sand, and retreated. Not a single man of the 
Allied troops was killed, The enemy’s fire was essentially defective, and 
our gunners did not leave them time to rectify matters. 

‘As coon as the troops were fairly in position, the sailors and sappera 
began operations. Heavy guus were got on shore, field works were 
begun, and preparations actively oarried on for a successful attack on 
the forts. When the Driver sloop left Bomareund, with the 
mails, on the afternoon of Tuesday, the 8th inst., Admiral Pa:- 
seval was about to establish communications with the General-in Chief, 
in order to forward him the matériel requisite for carrying on opera- 
tions, The general opinion wae, that the circular fort oa the hili would 
be the most difficult to take, and would prove the most annoying to the 
troops. If properly garrizoned, it was taought that it might hold out 
against a vastly superior force ; and, from the nature of the ground, and 
the height itis placed upon, the making of intrenchments would be a 


. matter of great difficulty and danger. In that cas, the best plan would 
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probably be to attempt an eccalade; and this seems to have been 
adopted, as @ telegraphic despaich from Bomarsand, of Aug. 15, ssys:— 
est fort has been taken by the French and English, after 
cant eect severe fighting. Boating tndders were furnished las¢ nighs 
(Monday), and are to be used (0-day ugainst the principal fortress. 

The Russtaus had made a sortic, but were repulsed, with great loss. 
There were, altegether, 9000 French troops aud 200) Engliso marines 
in front of Bomarsund. N thing is said a8 to what part the ships took 
during the wain attack. 


THE CRIMEA EXPEDITION. 


It is now two weeks past the time at which the expedition against - 


Sebactopol was to eail, according to the Zimes, and we are still without 
any precise information as té whether it has sailed or not. A tele- 
graphic message from Vienna, on Sunday, gave the following announce- 
ment, which may or msy not be correct:— 


Ninety thousand Allied troops sailed from Varna to-day, on an expedi- 
tion against the Crimea.—Authentic. 


This was eight days later than the date assigned by the 7imes for the 
expedition. Svpposing the telegraphic message to be authentic, we are 
still without information as to what part of the Crimea is to be attacked. 
The Soldatin Frama afirme, on the authority of English and French 
engincere, that Anapa is to be invested by eea and land; but it is not at 
a)l likely that they know anything of the plan of the campaign. A letter 
from Odetsa, of August 4, cays that Admiral Lyons bombarded Anapa 
for twenty-four hours. This is a sheer fabrication, and equally so is the 
account of our having landed troops at Balaklava, Both reports have 
probably aricen from some exaggerated account of the reconnoitring 
expedition. 

Marehal St. Arnaud issued the following address to the army on the 
30th July :— 

Soldiers of the Allied Armics!—We shall soon advance into the terri- 
tory of our enemy. I rely on your obedience, on your bravery, and 
steadiness in the fight. The task we have to complete is no light one. 
The enemy we have to encounter is strong and numerous. The forty 
years of peace, passed by us in promoting commerce, industry, and the 
arts, have been spent by him in the study of the art of war, and in mili- 
tary preparations. From your bravery and energy France and England 
await a victory. The eyes of ali Europe areon you. Show yourselves 
the worthy sons ef your brave fathers. We march into the land of the 
enemy, reeclved on victory. As conquerors must we see our fatherland, or 
never more return. 


THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


THE WAR ON THE DANUBE. 


(From our Special Correspondent.) 
Grugceyo, July 27, 1854. 

The change in the relative position of the Turks and Rueeians has 
produced a beneficial result in the opening of the Danube steam naviga- 
tion. The steamers, which hitherto ran no farther than Sisotva, now 
come down to Rustchuk, and touch at Giurgevo. It is much to hope, as 
things go, that the navigation will be opened lower dowa than this; but 
the Russians may evacuate Kalarasch a3 they did Giurgevo, and then 
another important addition will be made to the working ground of the 
Danube Steam Company. This opening of the navigation is a great 
gain in many ways. The corn, which finds an outlet from the 
countries on the banks of the sea through Galatz will, if the Allies ad- 
vance, be arrested in its passage and purchased here without the neces- 
sity of transhipment, orthe payment of heavy dues imposed by the Russians. 
The harvest has been a good one in this country, and most of it is cut,if 
not already garnered. Why, then, do not the Allied armies advance, at 
least as far as Rustchuk, and change the large prices paid by them for 
supplies for smaller ones, with which they may be able to obtain a 
better article? Vienna, which is within four days’ steam of Eustohuk, 
will furnish as much, aud perhaps more, of luxuries than Constantinople, 
and the diminution of the cost of transport will compensate the heavi- 
ness of price paid for articles burdened with the heavy Austrian tariff, 
It is difficult to conceive the mistake of the Russian Generals in per. 
mitting the Turks to gain possession of this bank of the Danube, when 
the question of supplies is considered. They knew full well that Giurgevo 
is the port of transit for all the merchandize that enters Wallachia—that 
they could scarcely have left before trade commenced afresh; aud, 
therefore, that Giurgevo was a point in which to maintain themselves 
at any price. Hadthey held Slobodzie, instead of abandoning it, 
the Turks could not have occupied Giurgevo, and they must have 
sacrificed a large force torepulse the Russians. It was, ther fore, a fatal 
error of the enemy to abandon this place, the more so asit docs notseem 
to be his intention to quit the country so soon as wasexpecied. It is 
said not only thathe has received from Buzeo reinforce uents, which 
were already on their march inland, but that Genera! Pauloff’s division 
from Oltenitza has joined General Soimonoff. Inthe meanwhile, the 
Russian Generale, who did not perceive that by their retreat they 
opened the Danube as a field for supplies, are occupied daily in carting 
off the harvest from the villages ; and, doubtless, they will succeed, ir 
speed be not ueed, in moving everything in the shape of provender avd 
victuals away. 


CLOSE RECONNOITEE OF SEBASTOPOL. 

The combined Anglo-F reno’: fleet left Baltschik on the morning of the 
2ist of July, to reconnoitre Sebastopol. On the evening of the 26th the 
Terrible, Fury, and Cacique parted company, pushing on ahead, having 
on board Brigadier-General Sir George Brown, General Canrobert, and 
several English and French officers; and by the morning of the 27th 
these vessels—partioularly the Fury—w ere so close in to the Russian 
batteries, that these sent a ehot right through her at water-line; 
a second, not £0 well directed, merely eplashed a little spray 
over her; and a third passed through her main rigging, A 
shot was alzo cent through the rigging of the Terrible. The 
steamers and ships of the line in harbour showed signs of giving 
chase; but, when they eaw by what an overwhelming force the 
steamers were followed, they very prudently gave up the idea, 
The 27th was a beautiful dey, and the ships took advantage of it to go 
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nearer than they had ever done before. From the obzeryations taken, 
it appears pretty clear that an army might be landed either at Cape 
Loukoul, which is fifteen miles to the northward of Sebastopol, or at 
the Katscha river, which is not more than sx miles therefrom. 
At each of theso points there is a break in the red perpen. 
dicular cliff which forms the coast line, and is about sixty feet 
high. The land immediately inside of this is flat, and almost 
unbroken, from Cape Loukoul, where its breadth may be about 
seven miles,down to the northern ehore of the harbour, where it is 
not more than four miles. About midway between the two there is the 
little winding valley made by the Katachu River, and towards the har- 
bour there are trees scattered here and there. On this flat ground the 
army would get plenty of water from the Katscha, and their adyance 
could be materially assisted by the steamers, which could go to withina 
quarter of a mile of the shore, and might keep up a terrific fire 
on anything on the plain within the range of their guus. 
The country inland beyond this plain does not rise very 
steeply until near the harbour, but there seem to be other 
more elevated plateaux. The fort on the northern chore of the port, 
about a mile from the entrance, is the only difficulty for the troops; fer 
that once carried, the artillery would destroy the ships and towa on the 
southern shore without difficulty. This important fortress seems regu- 
larly built, has guns mounted, and a ditch surrounding it. The forts at 
the entrance to the harbour are most formidable. The land near Cape 
Kherson is so low, and the ground between it and the town, inside the 
bays, so easy for troops to march over, that the Russians have seen the 
necessity of placing no lezs than four encampments there to prevent 
an attack in that quarter. The number of troops under canvas must 
be fuil 25,000, and was in fact the only large body of troops visible. 

The fortifications of the town appear unimportant; there is a wall 
running round it, which is loopholed, but has no ditch, and it seems to 
have only one round battery on it. There is a good part of the hill on 
which the town stands unoccupied ; and ifthis were gained, the arsenal, 
forts, ships of war, &c., below could be easily destroyed. The combined 
fleets returned to Baltschik on the 30th of July, and were still there on 
the Ist of August. Three ships-of-the-line remained off Sebastopol, in 
hopes of enticing the enemy out. 


ENTRANCE OF THE TURKS INTO BUCHAREST. 


On the efternoon of the 8thinst., Halim Pacha himself, with the corps 
of occupation, entered the age bridge over the Dumbovitza, des- 
troyed by the Russians, having been first restored. The occupation of 
the Principalities by the Austrian troops was expected to take place 
about the end of August, respecting which event Omer Pacha has made 
an official annonncement to the Wallachian authorities, and communi- 
cated the details of the agreement between the Porte and Austria. By 
the 10th inst., 10,000 Turks had arrrived, and were quartered partly in 
the barracks and partly in tents on the plain, outside the town. Zadig 
Pacha has been named osptain of the town, at every point of which 
Turkish and Wallachian sentinels are posted. There is a great number 
of refugeesin the vanguard of the Turk), under Iskender Bey—Wal- 
lachian, Hungarians, Poles, as well as some Italians, who fraternise 
with the malcontents of the Principality. They have already begun to 
organise democratic clubs, aud incite the Wallachians against the re- 
turn of Prince Stirbey. 


REPORTED RUSSIAN VICTORY IN ASIA. 


Advices, dated St. Petersburg, the 14th inst., announce that the 
Ruseians, under General Wrangel, were victorious at Bajezid on the 
let of Avgust, If we ure to believe their account, 3000 Turks were 
slain, and four guns, seventeen colours, and two camps captured. The 
Ruesions, ssys the same version, sub-equently occupied Bajezid. 
‘ill we have received more trustworthy intelligence, this bulletin 
may be taken for what it is worth, and that cannot be much, after the 
humerous lying reports which have come from St. Petersburg. 

No other report from the seat of warin Asia comes farther down 
than the 2let of July, ten days before the alleged victory. At that time 
the Russian army was taid to be about 23,000 men, and that of the 
Turks nearly 30.000. If this was a correct draft of the streng.h of 
the two armies, it is not very likely that the Russians gained a victory, 
The next mail from Constantinople will, probably, throw some light on 
the matter. 
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DESTRUCTION OF GREYTOWN. 


Royal West India Mail Steamer Dee, St. Tuomas, W.L, 
August 2nd, 1854. 

Serre T enclose a eran’ =~ bates peak by the ied 
corvette Cyane, 20 guns, Captain Hollins, w as been perpetrate 

the most part on defencelese Indians. We arrived from Navy Bay at four 
p.m., on the 13th July, when a boat from H.M. schooner , im- 
mediately informed us that no communication could be held with the 
town, as the Americens had been firing shot and echell inte it from 
nine a.m. until three p.m., stepping only at intervals to refresh their 
men, splice the main brace. ke. We were assured, from the best au- 
thority, that the Cyane’s “ball practice” was very inferior ; and if we 
might judge from the appearance of the beuses, not one being knocked 
down, frcm the number and distances of shot and shell after- 
wards picked up, the alligators in the Legoone, at the back of the town, 
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THE BURNING OF GREYTOWR, 


were the greatest sufferers from their fire. But what they could not do 
with gunnery, they determined to accomplish by fire ; accordingly, an 
armed boat, shertly after four p m., went ashore, under their Commander, 
who found nothing for his Marines to fire at but the cattle, shootin 
dewn horves and bullocks; thereby depriving some two or three h 
prorie in the Bueh of the means of subsistence. The upper class of 

abitants, together with the representatives of the British, French, 
and Hanseatic Consulates, were kindly received, and every attention 
shown them, by Captain Jolly and the officers of the Bermuda, 

At half-past four the firing of the town commenced from the wind- 
ward, and the houses being principally composed of wood, and for the 
most part thatche¢— many of the stores, also, containing large quantities 
of epirite—the fire was most rapid anc destructive; eo that, by half-past 
six, there was ecarcely a house left. 

At six p.m. we weighed and took the Bermuda in tow, with the refugees 
on beard, for Corn Island, abreast of Blewfelds, where we arrived the 
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next morning. Thence we proceeded to Port Royal with despatches for 
the Commodore, in charge of Lieut. Charleton, R.N., Admiralty Agent; 
staying only at Kingston to coal, and returning to Greytown in time 
to_ carry out the mail service withort derangement. 

You will perceive by the Sketch that the Dee is just taking the Ber- 
muda in tow. Among the houses destroyed was the hotel, recently 
built by Mr. Lyone, at sn outlay of 40,000 dollars; the house at the 
lower extremity of the town contained somes hundred and sixty barrels 
of powder, which was fired by train and blown up. No respect was paid 
to the flags at the Consulat+s—the American flag only being hauled down 
previous to the house catching fire. Some of the crew of the Cyane 
Englishmen, positively refused to fire, as they considered the Mosquito 
flag under the protection of the British Government, having a Union 
Jack in the corner: they were immediately put in irons, to be tried as 
mutineers, on the arrival of the ship in the United States. This is the 
evbstance of what came under our personal observation. J. S. M. 


